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SUBJECT: Additional Information on the Binh Xuyen 






1. Ba Cot arrived within three kilometers of the Binh Xuyen area on U 
April with seven battalions at full strength. He travelled overland on foot, 
•bringing no rolling equipment. Sole purpose of this move is to bolster B-tnh 
Xuyen in present conflict. Either one of his erranissaries or Ba Cut h imsel f 
came to 6ee Bay Vien the same day. 

2. Hoa Hao troops are occupying area the Binh Xuyen had planned to use 
to settle Catholic refugees. Hoa Hao battalions follow same organizational 
structure as Binh Xuyen, i.e., 3 groups make a section, 3 sections make a 
company, 3 companies make a battalion; battalion strength approximately U50 
men. Binh Xuyen forces are supplying food to the Hoa Hao forces. 
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3. The French supplied 5 cases of plastiCwexplosive to the Binh Xuyen 
headquarters area on li April. It is rumoredf^BinS' Xuyen area, the French 
turned over two 75mm howitzers to the Binh Xuyen, but source doubts this. 

Ji* Qn night of attack (29 March), approximately 7 Beret Vert soldiers 
deserted from First Battalion, Second Regiment. No other desertions s inc e, t 
Morale is very high and troops loyal to Binh Xuyen leaders. 
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5. There are no splits or differences among the Binh Xuyen leaders. o 

They work well together and hold mutual confidence in one another. ° 

6. Binh Xuyen forces at Sqrete Headquarters on rue Catinat number less 
than one . conpany, i.e., approximately 10Q men. VNA established in building 
behind Surete and considered ready to fight there when the time comes. 

7* No significant changes in Binh Xuyen OB. The troops are still on 
the alert and still in over-aH defensive posture. 

8. Binh Xuyen are recruiting and forming "commando” type - units for 
"special resistance-type activity." The Binh Xuyen are dissolving the Third 
Regiment on request of Father Quynh to eliminate possible danger to Catholic 
refugees. Troops of the Third Regiment will have choice to enter other Binh 
Xuyen units or stay with Father Quynh. 
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9. (Additional on attack of 29 March). Binh Xuyen held school buildings 
in post on Galileo! while V N4 held main buildings . Tension was high all day. 
About midnight someone threw a' grenade starting fracas and attack on Binh 
Xyyen in the school. The Binh Xuyen Commander telephoned headquarters 
inraediately that he was under attack. Binh Xuyen headquarters telephoned 
the 8lm mortar crew south of the Canal de Derivation to open fire on the 
Palace. Three minutes elapsed between the attack and the mortar fire. 

• . •*** 10. VNi prisoners are being held under guard about J> kilometers south 
of Binh Xuyen general headquarters. Binh Xuyen are trying to convince them 
to Join the Binh Xuyen. 
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